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Q: Let us know your views concerning the following statements:  

I self-censor due to fear of public criticism 

                                                             

                                          

                            

    
        

            

    

    
  

                           

Note: Figures may 
not add up to 100% 
due to rounding. 
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Q: Let us know your views on the following statements:  
- Accepting someone means agreeing with them 
- It is hateful to disagree with someone 
- It is acceptable to shame someone online for expressing views that I do not agree with 
- It is acceptable to call for someone to be fired by employers for expressing views that I do not agree with 

                  

                                                   
                                                        

                                             
                                          

                                       

                                           

                 

    
    

    

    
    

    

    
    

    

    
    

    

Note: Figures have 
been rounded off 
to the nearest 
whole number. 
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Case Study: Anton Casey (2014)   

In 2014, British expatriate Anton Casey stirred controversy when he posted a picture of his son 
on the Mass Rapid Transit (“MRT”) train with the caption “Daddy where is your car and who 
are all these poor people?” He later posted a picture of his son in a silver Porsche with the 
caption: “Normal service can resume, once I have washed the stench of public transport off 
me.” 

Condemnation was swift. Casey was doxed by a Facebook page which revealed where Casey 
worked, who his bosses were, gave e-mail addresses for the public to spam their mailboxes and 



 

even revealed his home address.44 Casey’s apology through a public relations firm was rejected 
as insincere, and his lawyer hired to get social media sites to take down certain posts and pictures 
was subject to name-calling and received nasty emails.45  

Then-Member of Parliament (“MP”) Zainal Sapari wrote in a Facebook post, alluding to the 
incident with Amy Cheong who was fired from NTUC for racially offensive remarks: “NTUC 
was decisive in sending a clear message when our staff crossed the line. Will Crossinvest Asia do 
the same?”46 

A petition was posted on Change.org with a xenophobic bent, telling Casey to “go back to where 
you came from” and his Singaporean wife Bernice Wong to “go back to where you should have 
been born”.47 

Casey was fired from his job at Crossinvest Asia, reportedly received death threats,48 and left 
Singapore amidst threats made to his family.49 He hoped to return, and offered to “volunteer 
[his] time and resources to community projects in order to make amends for [his] mistakes”.50 

There were those who argued that Casey committed the offence of sedition,51 even as others 
criticised the disproportionality of the attacks and called for action to be taken against those who 
threatened Casey’s family. 52  Then-Minister for Foreign Affairs and Law K. Shanmugam 
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condemned Casey’s remarks as “Deeply offensive, wrong, and unacceptable”, but also “[hoped] 
that Singaporeans will not attack or flame his family because of his actions”.53 
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